In support of the bypass STUDY

Brian Sundstrom

(A summary of my presentation to the Bangalow BCA Highway Forum, Sept 15th, on behalf of BLISS:  Bangalow Locals In Support of a traffic and bypass Study. The key words being locals – people living in the town - and study – supporting the current RTA and Council study into a bypass. This is not being blindly in favour, but saying let’s see if it can be done responsibly. In particular, I hope it represents the 109 people, resident in Bangalow township, who over a fortnight in September, signed a petition seeking a southern bypass. (Another 117, from nearby feeder-road areas, also signed). Like all petitions, it was general in nature, but clearly indicated at least support of the study. My wife and I live in central Bangalow, one street off Granuaille Rd)

Bangalow has been receiving lots of advice on the effects a southern bypass would have on the town. Landowners to the north (St Helena area) tell us it would be a wonderful thing. Naturally, some near southern landholders hold different views and tell us it would be terrible for the town. I feel the answer is somewhere in-between, but closer to the former and well worth a study.
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The problem: With the new Tintenbar to Ewingsdale (T2E) highway as currently planned, Lismore Road traffic still has to go right through Bangalow via the main street or Granuaille Road. RTA ’06 figures were 8,500 vehicles a day and this has grown rapidly. If the majority of this traffic could be joined to the new highway south of town, then go through the new St Helena tunnel, this could be much better for most town folk, especially those in the Granuaille Road area, western parts near Lismore Road and that dangerous Rifle Range Road junction.

                                                                                 Rifle Range Road intersection with Lismore Road 

                                                                                                                                 - it’s not just a Granuaille Road problem.
Main street traffic has the potential to be greatly reduced too. With the new highway upgrade planned to go right by the eastern edge of Bangalow, there are many disadvantages for the town. One possible benefit though is that this is quite close to the Lismore road. Lismore council, Ewingsdale progress assoc. and other groups have lobbied for a study to see if the Lismore road could be linked to the new highway south of Bangalow. Bangalow’s representatives would be remiss not to have a good look at this possibility.

The study: RTA has been asked by their minister to undertake such a feasibility study, due for completion late this year. Byron Council has voted to also investigate this. Traffic counters are already in place in several key locations. Hopefully interested parties will contribute to the study and when completed we will have some comprehensive information to debate. In the interim, there has been a lot of boxing at shadows and wild exaggerations, such as:

The needed interchange: The Bangalow2020 group, in one of its yellow pamphlets, draws an exaggerated interchange with two big roundabouts. This they claim would be 1.1 km from the PO, attract extra local traffic and make Bangalow a traffic hub. I believe this type of interchange would not be necessary and a simple merge in and flyover off take should be possible.
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This is what we currently have with the Lismore Road joining the highway near the cemetery (photo at left & end of document). This could be joined to the Lismore Road by a standard two-lane road (not 4 lanes as suggested by Bangalow2020) and not give access to any other traffic. We’d certainly like to see this concept considered in the study. When considering the merits of an interchange to the south of town, remember that Bangalow already has an interchange – 100m from the Post Office – the roundabout at the top of the main street! Anything would be better than continuing that with increasing traffic!

Current ’interchange’  roundabout,100m from the PO
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Prevailing winds: The 2020 group claims the prevailing winds are southerly, therefore a southern bypass would send pollution into town. The prevailing wind in summer is in fact NE (RTA docs and confirmed by ballooning company). This is the critical time, when we have windows open. I raise this, because pollution from Granuaille Road is very significant, as vehicles  the hill. I know of several people with respiratory problems caused by this on still summer and autumn nights. It is a pity we don’t have more cleansing southerlies at that time of year.

Traffic via Alstonville?  A key question needing to be researched in the bypass study is: What proportion of westbound traffic would use the Bruxner Highway to get from Ewingsdale to Lismore, when the Ballina and Alstonville bypasses are in? We all hope it will be high, but there are doubts. Eg: Reg Mills (Mills transport Lismore), when addressing the forum, claimed this would add an extra 32km to a return trip and his company would continue to use the Bangalow Road. He admitted part of the trip via Alstonville would be quicker, but balanced by having to climb up through Goonellabah, plus Wollongbar etc. Let’s hope he is wrong and a good proportion go that way. If not, Bangalow could end up with the worst combination – an enormous new highway on the edge of town, but still most Lismore Road traffic going right through town and the tunnel only taking 55% of traffic. Remember there is also a large proportion of traffic not going all the way to Lismore and hence unable to use the Bruxner Highway. Why should they all have to climb Granuaille and St Helena hills – whatever the future fuel source?

Load limits: 2020 suggest load limits or other restrictions could be put on St Helena hill or other parts of the Lismore road to keep heavy trucks off. Certainly attractive to Bangalow residents and other Lismore road users, but can it be done? What about local trucks, Lismore Council, trucking industry views etc?

How about trains?  We are strong supporters of a light rail option with a stop at Bangalow. Although related, this is a separate issue to the T2E highway upgrade. We are not being offered a choice between the two. It is more a matter of ensuring T2E and its interchanges are done responsibly for our community.

Other study issues:  Very sensitive land ownership issues need to be considered.  There are also remnant rainforest and regeneration projects south of town, on which. landowners and groups such as Landcare have worked hard.

Clearly there is no easy answer, that’s why we need a study and an umpire. If a responsible bypass could be done, it would benefit a lot of town dwellers and tourists. If not, at least we will have plenty of new information and people, including Council, looking at our traffic matters.   Now is the time to do this, while there is some Federal funding and T2E planning. Not too many people will be worrying about Bangalow afterwards. We now need to wait for the study, then debate the merits from a factual base.

                                                                                                                                  Brian Sundstrom
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The diagram on left, in Bangalow 2020 pamphlets, shows with exaggerated scale their idea of a possible intercahnage to the south of Bangalow. Location and scale are their ideas as no location has been specified by RTA. This is obviously done to denigrate the concept. The modified diagram on the right shows BLISS’s simpler concept which we would like investigated. ( location is only based on the original 2020 hypothetical).









